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From Tequila to Vilnius: Genealogy, Heraldry, and the UNESCO Agave Landscape — Twenty
Years of Shared Heritage Linking Lithuania, Scotland, and Mexico

Rodrigo Lopez-Portillo y Lancaster-Jones (Mexico)
The lecture will be delivered in English.

Summary

In July 2006, UNESCO inscribed the Agave Landscape and Ancient Industrial Facilities of Tequila
on the World Heritage List during its 30th session in Vilnius, Lithuania, recognising the Tequila
Valley as a cultural landscape shaped by centuries of interaction between land, industry and society.
One month later, in August 2006, the author presented a genealogical and heraldic study of the
Cuervo family and its historic tequila distillery at the XXVII International Congress of
Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences in St Andrews, Scotland. Twenty years on, this paper revisits
these events as interconnected milestones within a broader historical process.

The Cuervo tequila enterprise traces its origins to a noble Asturian family that migrated to New
Spain in the mid-seventeenth century. The founder of the American branch was a military officer
who served as Governor of New Mexico, founded Albuquerque, became a Knight of the Order of
Santiago (having proven his nobility), and later served as Treasurer of the Royal Exchequer in
Guadalajara. One of his younger sons pioneered early tequila production, establishing what became
the world’s oldest continuously operating distillery, still managed by the founder’s legitimate
descendants. This remarkable continuity positions the Cuervo family as a rare New World example
of long-term genealogical, social and cultural persistence, comparable to European noble or
patrician lineages.

Driven by the Cuervo and related family enterprises, the expansion of agave cultivation
transformed the agriculture, land tenure and industrial organisation of the Tequila Valley, creating
a cultural landscape of global economic significance that ultimately earned UNESCO recognition.
Through unbroken genealogical transmission, heraldic symbolism—notably the raven emblem
shared by both family and brand—and connections with local authorities, the Cuervo lineage acted
as a cultural agent linking private enterprise to public heritage.

This study draws on previously unavailable archival sources from Spanish and Mexican
repositories, enabling a more accurate reconstruction of family alliances, succession patterns, and
the lineage’s political, social and cultural influence.

Examining the Cuervo family and its networks—from traditional western Mexican elites, including
a lady-in-waiting at the court of the Second Mexican Empire, to twentieth-century figures such as
a German diplomat, a Chevalier of the Légion d'honneur and a Mexican Second World War fighter
pilot—this paper employs genealogy, heraldry and landscape heritage studies to illustrate how a
single lineage can connect private memory, state institutions and global cultural recognition. It thus
offers a valuable case study of the enduring contribution of noble families to the symbolic and
territorial foundations of World Heritage.
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Rodrigo Lépez-Portillo y Lancaster-Jones (Guadalajara, Mexico, 1968) studied Business
Administration and has been engaged in genealogical and heraldic research since the early 1990s.
He published his first scholarly articles in Mexico City between 1991 and 1993. In 1996 he joined
the Academia Mexicana de Genealogia y Heraldica, becoming a full (numbered) member in 2006.
Since 2005 he has participated regularly in international congresses on genealogy and heraldry and
is the author of three books. In 2022 he was appointed Corresponding Member of the Academia
Matritense de Heraldica y Genealogia and currently serves on the Advisory Council of Hidalguia,
the journal of the Real Asociacion de Hidalgos de Espaiia.

Nuo Tekilos iki Vilniaus: bendras paveldas tarp Lietuvos, Skotijos ir Meksikos

Rodrigo Lopez-Portillo y Lancaster-Jones (Mexico)
PraneSimas bus skaitomas angly kalba.
Santrauka

2006 m. liepos mén. UNESCO ijtrauké ,,Agave kraStovaizdj ir sengsias Tekilos gamyklas* j Pasaulio
paveldo sarasa 30-ojoje sesijoje Vilniuje. Tekilos slénis buvo pripazintas kultiriniu kraStovaizdziu,
susiformavusiu per Simtmecius vykusios sgveikos tarp zemés, pramonés ir visuomenes.

Viena ménesj véliau, 2006 m. rugpjiitj, autorius pristaté genealoging ir heralding Cuervo Seimos bei jos
istorinio tekilos fabriko studijg XXVII Tarptautiniame genealogijos ir heraldikos kongrese St. Andrews
(Skotija). Pragjus dvidesim&iai mety, §i paskaita nagrinéja Siuos jvykius kaip tarpusavyje susijusius etapus
platesniame istoriniame kontekste.

Cuervo tekilos jmon¢ savo Saknis siekia su kilminga Astiirijos Seima, XVII a. viduryje emigravusia |
Naujaja Ispanija. Amerikos filialo jkiiréjas buvo karininkas, dirbgs Naujosios Meksikos gubernatoriumi,
ikiirgs Albuquerque miesta, tapgs Santiago ordino riteriu ir véliau €j¢s KaraliSkosios izdo izdininko pareigas
Guadalacharoje. Vienas jo jaunesniy siiny prad¢jo tekilos gamyba, jkiirgs pasaulyje seniausiai nuolat
veikiangia distilerija, kuri iki $iol valdoma jkiiréjo teiséty palikuoniy. Si testiné veikla daro Cuervo $eima
retu Naujojo pasaulio pavyzdziu, kai genealoginis, socialinis ir kulttirinis testinumas islieka ilgg laika.
Cuervo ir susijusiy Seimy veikla skatino agavy auginimo plétrg, transformavo Tekilos slénio zemés ukj,
zemes nuosavybe ir pramoning organizacijg. Taip susiformavo kultiirinis krastovaizdis, turintis pasauling
reikSme ir pelngs UNESCO pripazinima. Per genealoging testinuma, heraldinius simbolius — ypac¢ varno
emblemg — bei rySius su vietos valdzia, Cuervo giminé veike kaip kulttirinis tiltas tarp verslo ir vieSojo
paveldo.

Si studija remiasi anks&iau neprieinamais archyvais i§ Ispanijos ir Meksikos, leidzian¢iais tiksliau atkurti
Seimos sgjungas, paveldéjimo modelius bei politing, socialing ir kultiiring jtaka.

Analizuojant Cuervo Seimg ir jos tinklus — nuo Vakary Meksikos elity, jskaitant ponias prie Antrojo
Meksikos imperijos rimy, iki XX a. asmenybiy, tokiy kaip Vokietijos diplomatas, Légion d’honneur riteris
ir Meksikos Antrojo pasaulinio karo naikintuvy pilotas — $i paskaita rodo, kaip viena giminé gali jungti
asmenin¢ atmintj, valstybés institucijas ir pasaulinj kultlrinj pripazinimg. Tai vertingas atvejis,
iliustruojantis kilmingy Seimy indélj j pasaulio paveldo simboling ir teritoring baze.

CvV

Rodrigo Ldpez-Portillo y Lancaster-Jones (Guadalajara, Meksika, 1968 m.) studijavo verslo
administravimg ir nuo 1990-yjy pradzios domisi genealogija bei heraldika. Pirmuosius mokslinius
straipsnius jis publikavo Meksikoje 1991-1993 m. 1996 m. jstojo | Meksikos genealogijos ir heraldikos
akademijg (Academia Mexicana de Genealogia y Herdldica), o 2006 m. tapo pilnateisiu nariu. Nuo 2005
m. nuolat dalyvauja tarptautiniuose genealogijos ir heraldikos kongresuose ir yra trijy knygy autorius. 2022
m. paskirtas atstovaujanc¢iuoju nariu Ispanijos Madrido heraldikos ir genealogijos akademijoje (Academia
Matritense de Herdldica y Genealogia) ir §iuo metu dirba ,Hidalguia“ Zurnalo (Real Asociacion de
Hidalgos de Espafia) patariamojoje taryboje.
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